
In this issue Newsletter
Summer
2018

As the summer season draws to a near and we roll into 2018 the newsletter is
also having an insurgence of life and transformation. With a new year comes
some small grower driven changes, in the material within the newsletter. We look
forward to your feedback. The focus of the material will continue to support
industry and have a stronger research and development component focusing on
material available from current horticultural research and development. Each
article that is showcased will have links to the researchers so that you can
contact them directly in the future.
We would also like to hear from any of the
growers who have attended previous BBQ
presentations and implemented any of the
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concepts or investigated any of material
delivered. In our travels, we have identified
a level of uptake of the material presented and we are delighted to see this
continue in the future. The dates of the four BBQ’s have been set and this can be
found within the front cover of this newsletter. As growers, you can influence the
material that is presented and delivered in these forums. We would encourage
you in to engage with the committee and have your voice heard.
This season has once again shown us that we can not predict the weather or the
events that mother nature bestows upon us. We have been hit with a gamut of
events that have included a number of hail events, below average rainfall, and
intensive high temperatures, this wouldn't make life easy to manage. If you dust
off the crystal ball and listen to the weather forecasters, it appears that the long-
range forecast for February is predicting low to medium rainfall across the
regions which is above average for the month (www.weatherzone.com.au). I’m
no guru on the matter, so I guess we will have to just wait and see.

On that note, please sit back and
enjoy the articles, advertisements
from our sponsors and insights of
current R&D projects supported by
Hort Innovation and industry
specialists within this edition of the
newsletter. If you would like to see
more and have a question, please do
not hesitate to contact me or a
committee member.

Article written by Pat Salter - IDO Southern Queensland.
“This project has been funded by Hort Innovation, using the
vegetable research and development levy and contributions
from the Australian Government. Hort Innovation is the grower
owned, not-for-profit research and development corporation for
Australian horticulture.”
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Upcoming Events

Lockyer Valley Growers
BBQ - February
When : 14th February 2018

Where : DAF Centre - formley DPI

Gatton

Time : 6:00pm

Fassifern Growers
Breakfast
When : 15th March

Where : TBA

Time: TBA

Lockyer Valley Growers
Workshop - tentative
When : 22nd March

Where : DAF Centre - formley DPI

Gatton

Time: TBA

Lockyer Valley Growers
BBQ - May
When : 16th May 2018

Where : DAF Centre - formley DPI

Gatton

Time : 6:00pm

Lockyer Valley Growers
BBQ - August
When : 15th August 2018

Where : DAF Centre - formley DPI

Gatton

Time : 6:00pm

Lockyer Valley Growers
BBQ - November
When : 14th November 2018

Where : DAF Centre - formley DPI

Gatton

Time : 6:00pm



A message from the President

. 2.

The Christmas holiday period now seems a distant memory as
everyone returns to their day to day activities. For our family, the
Christmas period was spent at the Gold Coast. The constant sea
breezes and relaxing lifestyle the Gold Coast offers made the perfect
environment to wind down for a couple of weeks. But, as was often the
case, I found myself navigating my way to the various fruit shops and
fresh produce sections of themajor supermarkets to check out both the
quality (and prices) of the goods on offer. Much to my wife’s frustration,
I alwaysseemed to findmyway intoaconversationwith the local retailer
or customer about their purchases. It is something I have always found
intriguing and I am sure I am not the only local boy from this area who
has done the same. The one common theme I foundwas the increasing
trend in the customer’s desire to know where their food was coming
from.Weoftenmarket ourselveson foodsafetyandquality toour export
customers as this is something very important to their customer base,
but do we really market ourselves to the customers in our own
backyard? There were many pre-packaged products on the shelf from
the local area, but arewemaking our products easily distinguishable fromproduce fromother growing regions.
The debate was raised a few years ago about having a common brand/logo for produce from the region. This
is possibly a discussion point at our next grower BBQ.

Lookingbackon2017, oneof themajor challenges facingourgrowerswas the increasing threat of theDiamond
Back Moth. Many of the crops that have become the staple for our local growers are in some way impacted
by DBM. With increasing limitations on chemical usage and the potential risk of over using the group 28
chemistry, a localised task force will be set up to try and manage the risks. We envisage this group will have
the responsibility of setting some guidelines for our growers and publishing a document that could be used
throughout the season. The initial get together for this group will held at the Gatton DAFF Centre on
Wednesday, 14th February at 5pm.

Over the Christmas period we were reminded of the
power of Mother Nature. Our good friends in the
Downs and Stanthorpe regions were probably
hardest hit by heavy rain and hail storms. I take my
hat off to the growers for their resilience when faced
with theseweather events. Hopefullyweare entering
a New Year with a more settled weather pattern and
some much needed rainfall to replenish our water
storages.

Best of Luck for the year ahead.

Michael



Brown etch, or ‘Rust mark’ is a big problem for Australian
butternut pumpkin growers. The appearance of etch can
result in major losses on farm, quality downgrades or
market rejections.
In many growing regions, including Gatton, losses of
50% are not unknown. Sometimes crops may be
abandoned as not worth harvesting, due to the large
percentage of affected fruit.
Brown etch can develop in the field, where it often
appears as concentric brown rings or patterns. As the
pumpkin ages the brown area may dry and crack, or turn

into a soft, rotten mess.

Worse, in many ways, is when
the condition develops during
transport. By this time it has been
picked, packed and trucked for
hundreds or even thousands of
kilometers, only to have to be re-
graded or even rejected on arrival at
the market. Some agents can find it
hard to believe that the brown,
unsalable pumpkins they find near the
bottom of the bin were actually perfect at
packing.

This type of brown etch more often has an irregular, blotchy appearance.
It can appear on any part of the fruit, or all over it.

As a cause of major economic loss, you
might expect that brown etch would have
been the subject of significant research
effort in Australia and in other countries (eg
the USA) that grow butternut pumpkins.
However, surprisingly little is known about this
problem.

It has not even been clear whether brown etch is caused by a disease or is actually a
physiological disorder. Although many have assumed that a species of Fusarium, or
black rot (Didymella bryoniae) was to blame, neither organism can be consistently
isolated from the affected tissue, and attempts to induce the symptoms by inoculating
with the disease have had mixed results.
In contrast, a 1971 paper in the Plant Disease Reporter describes etch as “cold pox”,
stating it is caused by temperatures below 50°F (10°C). It cites an example of a severe
etch outbreak, where temperatures fell to the low 30’s (just above 0°C).

The Mysterious case of Pumpkin Etch

Etch in the field

Etch that has developed in the lab,
after harvest

3.



h
To determine the causes of brown etch and, more importantly, find ways to minimise or prevent
it, HIA have funded a project on “Improved management of brown etch”. Led by Applied
Horticultural Research, the project team has already conducted several field trials, as well as
monitoring commercial pumpkin crops to examine the link between weather and appearance of
the symptoms.

The findings so far;
• Brown etch symptoms almost always start from a contact point with soil, stem or leaf.
• Development in the field is strongly associated with warm conditions and high relative

humidity, which limit transpiration by the pumpkin plant.
• Microscopic examination of the brown etch lesions reveals that the cells just under the

surface have collapsed, allowing the cell contents to leak out.
• In one trial, attempting to inoculate pumpkins with potential causes of brown etch

reduced, rather than increased, the appearance of symptoms.
• Brown etch is also a postharvest issue. Small spots at picking can expand rapidly in the

several days following harvest, while new lesions may develop on previously
unblemished pumpkins. For up to two weeks after harvest.

• Postharvest development is increased by storage in high RH.

From this we can conclude that, first and
foremost, brown etch is not a disease but a
physiological disorder. It appears to be linked
to stress, and perhaps loss of integrity in the
cell walls.
Initial work suggests that calcium may have an
important role to play. Trials are now
examining ways to enhance the pumpkin
plants resistance to stress, and increase the
strength in cell walls.

However, we are still searching for the real murderer in this particular whodunnit!
For more information contact Dr Jenny Ekman, Applied Horticultural Research
Jenny.ekman@ahr.com.au or M: 0407 384 285.

Postharvest development of etch – lines were drawn
around the etched areas daily.

The Lockyer Valley Growers Inc. in conjunction with Dr
Jenny Ekman are endeavouring to hold a workshop in
March 2018. Dr Ekman will be in the valley collecting data
from her pumpkin trails and is happy to share this
infromation directly to you the growers.
Confirmation of date and time, will be sent via email to all.

Watc
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MORE GREAT PRODUCTS 
FROM VISY BOXES & MORE

1800 622 626  |  visyboxesandmore.com.au

Contact us for more information:

Wayne Barker - 0419 578 876 
Craig Johnstone - 0400 736 833

TAPER MACHINE RANGE WRAPPER MACHINE RANGE

Having the right equipment for the task is paramount for any business.  
Contact us for more information on our range of products and machinery.

PREMIUM SEMI-AUTOMATIC  
STRETCH WRAPPER
• Power Pre-Stretch head yields up to  

220% allowing you to wrap over twice  
the number of pallets with the same  
amount of film

• Automatic pallet height detection

• One touch start

SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
STRETCH WRAPPER
• Programmable wrap settings

• Automatic pallet height detection

• One touch start

• Forklift pick-up points

• Stretch Friction Controls

• Adjustable bottom/top wraps

AUTOMATIC  
CARTON SEALER
• Powder coated mild steel;  

non washable 

• Positive side gripping  
belt drive

• Seals top and/or  
bottom of carton

• Tool-less adjustment  
takes only moments

• Start, Stop, On/Off  
and E-Shop controls

PREMIUM AUTO  
CARTON SEALER
• Stainless steel construction;  

washable; resists rust 

• Positive side gripping  
belt drive

• Seals top and/or  
bottom of carton

• Tool-less adjustment  
takes only moments

• Start, Stop, On/Off  
and E-Shop controls

VBAM0525 Lockyer Valley Ad_A4_Aug 2017_ƒ.indd   1 27/7/17   9:08 am

WINNER
2018

WINNER
2018
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Farm Management
software programs for
the vegetable industry.
VG13106

The impact of recent advances in computer technology on farm management is expanding with the adoption
of new technology practices a continuous process which occurs through a number of pathways such as
software programs, mobile apps, telematics, agricultural drones, crop sensors, cloud based platforms and
even social media.

As a result of this project, a list of farm management software programs was compiled which
vegetable growers can use to identify the most appropriate tool, from crop management through
to social media, to purchase for their business that will meettheir farm management needs.
Whilst there are a range of benefits in employing farm management software programs, such
as integrated data collection in real time, increased farm performance, a systematic
approach to management and improved forecasting ability, a number of barriers are
evident.

In particular, vegetable growers should be more aware of how to use social media,
including the benefits of using and harnessing it as an innovative method for
connecting with consumers and marketing of produce.

As well as industry conferences (such as the annual AusVeg conference) the
vegetable industry would benefit by increasing awareness and/or
attendance of peak industry representatives and/or growers at emerging
technology events such as MobileTech.

Government and industry have invested in a number of studies
(including this one) to provide
vegetable growers with a
comprehensive list of programs
available for use.

Given the speed of technology
innovation and new products
entering the market, this list needs
to have an industry custodian to
review and update information so
that it remains current and
relevant – maintaining its value to
industry.

A more detailed description of
this project can be found at
https://www.dropbox.com/

Source: https://farmmanagementsoftwer.wordpress.com/2014/06/10/farm-managemet-

Source :Tractor EU6

Graphic depicting Telematics

CRENIQUE— Medium framed variety suita-
ble for autumn/winter production. Extremely 
uniform harvest potential. Ideal for crate pro-
duction. Best to transplant from late March 
through to Mid June 

ESTATIQUE— Slightly more vigour than 
Crenique and more suited to mid winter pro-
duction in the Lockyer Valley. Well wrapped. 
heavy curds. Very uniform harvest maturity. 

ALTAIR—Highly vigorous frame suitable for cool 
season production. Altair has exceptional leaf 
disease tolerance. 1 week longer  maturing 
than Crenique/Estatique. Best performance's to 
date have been in the Darling Downs region 
during the winter months. 

TCF6071— Early Season variety. Ideally suited to 
early plantings in the Lockyer Valley. The Australi-
an bred variety is a new edition to the cauliflower 
program. The medium sized frame produces im-
pressive curds that are heavy and dense. Heads 
are well covered and uniformity of harvest is a 
highlight. Suggested time frame is transplant Late 
January/February through to 3rd week of March. 
The variety offers the perfect compliment leading 
into Crenique/Estatique harvest window.  

  January February March April May June July August September October November December 

TCF6071                                                                                                 
                                                                                                

Crenique                                                                                                 
                                                                      

Estatique                                                                                                 
                                                                                                

Altair                                                                            
                                                                                                

Transplant         

Harvest         

Cauliflower 

Article approved by Belinda Hazell
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Orora’s extensive product offering for premium presentation and 
transport of melons includes;

Melon Packaging
Supporting the melon industry

One piece 6PL cartons 
Maximise branding opportunities and 
protection throughout the supply 
chain from farm to market.

Open top 6PL trays 
Standard footprint to suit distribution 
and retail requirements.

Sup-A-Max™ bulk bins
Constructed from high strength corrugated 
board and designed to withstand exceptional 
produce pressure throughout the supply 
chain. Fully customisable depth and grower 
prints to suit your produce and brand.

SureFresh® and  
Photo SureFresh™ Cartons
Orora’s innovative SureFresh® laminate 
technology with high level moisture 
resistance, scuff, tear and base sag 
resistance ensures a stronger box 
and improved produce protection with 
premium branding opportunities.

Understanding your industry
Decades of servicing the melon 
industry have resulted in Orora’s 
expertise and indepth understanding 
of the comprehensive needs of your 
market. Our dedicated team is focused 
on creating extra value and providing 
exceptional customer service.

Supply Chain Solutions
Orora’s wide distribution and 
warehousing network ensures that we 
are responsive to your needs wherever 
you are located. Standard stock items 
are available at our depots and stock 
profiles can be created to suit your 
warehousing and seasonal requirements.

Tailored packaging solutions
Orora’s range of high strength board 
grades, printing processes and design 
services ensure the right packaging 
solution is created to protect, 
transport and present your product.

 Orora is the industry specialist in 
developing quality packaging to 

protect and transport your melon 
produce from farm to market.
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In2018wehavehit thegroundrunningwithanumberofguests to the region
and commenced preparation for workshops and discussions scheduled for
the first quarter. A snapshot of the schedule to date includes a breakfast
within the Fassifern region showcasing two projects that are currently being
worked delivered by Growcom. This is to be followed by a workshop one
week later in theLockyerValley. Thematerialpresentedat thisworkshopwill
include presentation fromGrowcom, DNRMandAHR;more detailedwill be
provided closer to the date.

In addition to the above, I amworking on producing a number of fact sheets
from previously completed projects from Hort Innovation and also current
projects. The fact sheets will be specific to the regions and crops grown. If
you would like to see any specific information, please contact me and I will
endeavour to achieve the desired outcome.

The weekly feed continues to grow and gain momentum reaching
approximately 285 connections. This feed was developed to be a conduit
betweenindustryandyouthegrowers.Thefeedcoversamagnitudeof topics
andopportunities; onlywith your and industry input, the feedwill continue to
grow. If youhaveothergrowers that arenoton the list, pleasedonothesitate
to send an email to ido@lockyervalleygrowers.com.au and they will be
added. Another concept that was grower lead in 2017 included theworking
lunches. The lunches provided a another avenue to integrate industry with
growers on a smaller scale to the quarterly BBQ’s and attracted a different
audience. LockyerValleyGrowers Inc.wishes for the lunches tocontinue into
2018. The topics for the lunches are always grower initiated, so if you have
a topic inmindoranythingthat is frustratingyou. Please feel free toandcome
forward with the topic and we will seek a solution.

Soon that note, have a strongproductive season to all of the Stanthorpe and
Darling Down farmers and to the Lockyer and Fassifern Valleys enjoy the
summer production. The primary focus over the next quarter is to continue
to investigate new opportunities in regards to technology and best practice.
If there is a problem/concern that is on your farm that you need assistance
with solving and it relates to industry, please call me. I am alwaysmore than

happy to assist and put you on the right path and introduce you to
the specialist that can to support you directly.

Article written by Pat Salter - IDO Southern Queensland.

Industry
Development
Officer -

Pat Salter

10.

“This project has been funded by Hort Innovation, using
the vegetable research and development levy and
contributions from the Australian Government. Hort
Innovation is the grower owned, not-for-profit research
and development corporation for Australian horticulture.”



A message from the
mayor

Councillor Tanya Milligan,
Mayor - Lockyer Valley Regional Council

11.

Lockyer Valley Regional Council’s new Planning Scheme has the future of the region’s prime
agricultural land at the forefront, says Council’s Mayor Tanya Milligan.

The scheme will be the first new Planning Scheme since the amalgamation of the former Gatton and
Laidley Shires in 2008.

“The purpose of a Planning Scheme is to regulate the use and development of land and because the
lifeblood of the Lockyer Valley is our prime agricultural land, it is our responsibility as a local council to
ensure we do everything in our power to protect it, while at the same time ensuring the right
development occurs in the right place.

“We want to see the region grow, but in the correct way. That is why this is a scheme we are committed
to getting right.

“I can assure the local community there will be extensive community consultation throughout the year,
before the scheme is finalised, which is likely to be in early 2019.

”In the meantime, we will continue to make headway on the project to ensure the best outcome for the
Lockyer Valley,” Mayor Milligan said.



Some claims in the media and the scientific literature
about the potential impacts of climate change on pest,
diseases and weeds are alarming, and taken collectively,
can be confusing.
This study builds on the foundations of a previous report
prepared for HAL “Australian horticulture’s response to
climate change and climate variability (AH06019)". In
some cases, the presence of a pest species ‐ even at
very low densities maybe sufficient to incur significant
industry costs in terms of export‐oriented pest treatments
due to the loss of area freedom. In other cases, there
maybe an economic threshold that depends on the
abundance of the pest, which in turn can depend on the
number of generations a pest can complete in one year.
In many cases, the impact that a pest has on a crop
depends on the phenology of the crop at the time a critical
life stage of the pest is present. All of these life history
characteristics can vary as a function of climate, and
hence from projected climatic changes.
Many previous studies have attempted to use climate
change scenario data to forecast future risks and impacts.
However, future climate change projections are inherently
uncertain, depending on factors such as the rate of
emission of various greenhouse gases, which depends in
turn on the complexities of the global economic system
(Dessai etal. 2009; Hulme & Dessai 2008). These
irreducible uncertainties make these data and methods
unsuitable form a king predictions of what will unfold in
the future or when the predictions will arise.
Fortunately, adaptive pest management strategies at the
region or enterprise level do not require accurate or
precise predictions of the climate for periods of decades
into the future. Pest management techniques that have
evolved to deal with significant climate variability confer
an ability to cope with some climate changes, and most

pest management strategies do not have
implementation lead times that extend beyond about
ten to twenty years (e.g. classical biological control or
the development and deployment of resistant crop
varieties). Hence, the fundamental premise of this
project is that the Australian horticultural industry is
likely to be best served by approaching
anthropogenic climate change with in an adaptive
management framework, using scenario analyses
(Moore etal.2013; O'Neill etal.2008) to cast a head
in a prospective manner to identify:
The main objective of this project was to use two
case studies to explore this adaptive management
framework in two steps. Firstly, modelling the
potential changes in pest populations of horticulture
industries under future climate scenarios, including the

identification of current locations around the world,
which are climatically similar to the two case study
locations under the future climate scenarios (i.e., future
climate analogues ). The two case studies were
Bemisiata tabaci type MEAM1(silver leaf whitefly) in
the Bundaberg region and Plutella xylostella (diamond
back moth) in the Werribee region.
The project incorporated public consultantion to
present the model findings and discuss the potential
impacts of these changes and the subsequent
implications for pest management, as well as the lead
indicators that could indicate these impacts are likely to
be realised.

Adaptive pest
management for
horticulture under

climate change–pilot pest
scoping.

VG13029
* potential pest management issues of concern
* potential cost effective solutions to the
significant pest management issues, and the
necessary lead time for implementation

* lead indicators signalling that the pest
management issue is likely to arise,

* a system to monitor the lead indicators at a
suitable frequency.

For more detailed information, please refer to
the final report that can be found at http://
ahr.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/RD-
review.pdf

This project was completed by CSIRO. The
material within this article is support as being an
accurate content and supported by the researcher.
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Your
one
STOP
Farmers
Shop!
for all
your

Oils, Filters,
Tools, Plumbing
and Footwear.

see the helpful
Staff at Agricultural
Requirements

75 Crescent St,
Gatton
ph: (07) 5468 0000

or

Hilton Hoger
Sales Manager
Ph: 0407117024

Kurt Bauer
Sales
Ph: 0400214784

'

Errol Hayes
Sales
Ph:0409616209

Your local sales team

wishes to thank the growers for

and looks forward to 2018
their continued support

Boomaroo Nurseries

Lockyer Valley Race Day
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JAMIE JURGENS
FOCUS ON SOIL SUSTAINABILITY 

Soil health has been a focus of far-north Queensland 
vegetable grower Jamie Jurgens and his family since 
they established Jurgens Produce in Bowen in 1975. 

According to Jamie, Bowen isn’t renowned for  
great soil – therefore, to be sustainable and keep 
businesses financially viable in the long-term,  
growers have to be smart when it comes to what  
they are putting in the ground. 

Through his involvement in the project Soil  
condition management – Extension and capacity 
building (VG13076), a strategic levy investment  
under the Hort Innovation Vegetable Fund, Jamie  
has been able to quantify the biological improvement 
in the soil health of his crops, which include green 
beans, pumpkin, capsicum, eggplant and tomatoes, 
over a number of years.

IMPROVING SOIL HEALTH 
 
The Soil Wealth project works with vegetable growers 
nationally to provide R&D extension services, products 
and communication on improved soil management. 

“With the advent of adding in some bacteria and 
fungi and trying to build the microflora of the soil, we 
were able to prove that we have better soil structures, 
better plants and also an increased level of minerals in 

SUMMARY

• Through his involvement in the Soil Wealth project 
(VG13076), Queensland grower Jamie Jurgens was able to 
use biological strategies to strengthen the soil structure, 
increase quality and yield, expand production and 
ultimately improve farm sustainability. 

• During the project, Jamie hosted on-farm demonstrations 
which proved beneficial for both himself and those 
who attended. It provided an open platform to share 
information and allow other growers to see the benefits of 
soil health R&D in action. 

• Soil condition management – Extension and capacity 
building (the Soil Wealth project) has been funded by Hort 
Innovation, using the vegetable research and development 
levy and contributions from the Australian Government.

our crops. This ensures that we farm in a sustainable 
way,” Jamie says.  

GETTING INVOLVED IN R&D
 

Jamie stressed the importance of growers 
participating in a levy-funded project such as Soil 
Wealth, which was jointly run by Applied Horticultural 
Research and RM Consulting Group over three years. 

“We’re farmers. To be involved with the researchers 
on this project was a great benefit to us as a business, 
that’s for sure,” he says. 

“It allowed us to have the confidence to expand our 
production to the extent where we can now market 
a better product for the end user. This is because of 
higher mineral levels, having a safer product and being 
able to have the confidence to grow more acres in a 
sustainable way.” 

ON-FARM LEARNING
 

During the Soil Wealth project, Jurgens Produce 
hosted on-farm demonstrations, which proved 
insightful for both Jamie and the attendees. 

“The biggest thing about this project is getting 
information out there and helping growers to 
understand it,” he explains. 

“One thing that we learned was that there is a lot of 
room for improvement in the mainstream production 
at the moment when it comes to soil health and seeing 
soil as a future asset of your business. 

“It has taken us 40 years to get to where we are,  
but we can’t allow everyone else to take 40 years to 
get to where they need to be.”

The on-farm demonstrations focused on the whole  
farming system, including controlled traffic and adding 
compost and biology to the soil. Attendees were then 
able to garner the information to see what they could 
implement on their own farms. 

“There’s not just one single fix towards soil health;  
it’s a mindset change,” Jamie says. 

“If people took away something from those 
demonstrations, it was the fact that they’ve got 
to open their mind up and have a look within their 
business and how they might fix it. 

“Once you get everything right in the soil and the 
crops grow properly, the rest can take care of itself.” 

IT HAS TAKEN US 40 YEARS TO GET TO 
WHERE WE ARE, BUT WE CAN’T ALLOW 
EVERYONE ELSE TO TAKE 40 YEARS 
TO GET TO WHERE THEY NEED TO BE.

Photography by Kerri Smith.

InfoVeg Radio is an R&D-focused podcast developed by AUSVEG specifically for
Australian vegetable producers. InfoVeg Radio provides growers with a unique
insight into vegetable R&D, with each edition including interviews with
researchers who are conducting projects using the vegetable research and
development levy and matched funds from the Australian government. InfoVeg
Radio is designed to allow easy access to the latest in vegetable R&D and there
are several ways to listen while at home or in the field.

Go to www.ausveg.com.au to listen to the latest podcast.

Above article provided by Ausveg, the article is a reprint from the "Grower Success Stories"
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Korea - Australia Free Trade Agreement

Pioneering Queensland vegetable growers win over
South Korea
A delegation of Queensland vegetable growers recently travelled to Seoul, South Korea, to better understand
the supply-chain and identify opportunities for exporting Queensland vegetables to South Korea.
The tourwaspartofprojectmanagedbyLockyerValleyGrowers Inc, fundedbyAustrade through theFreeTrade
Agreement Training Provider Program and titled “Understanding KAFTA and enhancing capability to export
vegetables to Korea”. The project was supported by Bowen Gumlu Growers Association, Bundaberg Fruit and
Vegetables Growers and the Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF).
South Korea is Asia’s fifth largest economy and importsmore than 70% of it food and agricultural products. The
Korea-Australia Free Trade Agreement (KAFTA)which started in December 2014 reduces trade and investment
barriers and helps level the playing field for Australian exporters competing with those from the USA, Europe,
Chile and ASEAN countries.

Clem Hodgman (Barden Produce) with “Purchasing
Leaders” from Onsen Company

“It has been brilliant that the three Queensland grower
groupshaveworked together on this project. Collectively
the Queensland vegetable industry is worth about
$1.3billion so that is a great message to share with
importersandbuyers”saidCherryEmmerick fromBowen
Gumlu Growers Association.
Seoul, the capital of South Korea, is home to 26 million
people and they appreciate the clean, green and safe
reputation that Australian-grown vegetables have. Allan
Mahoney, from Bundaberg Fruit and Vegetable Growers
added “This tour highlighted that now is a great
opportunity to capitalise on the reduction of import
tariffs across many vegetable crops as a result of the
KAFTA. Therelationships that we established during the
weeklong tourmayprovide strong industry outcomes for
QueenslandandAustralianvegetablegrowers in thenear
future”.
A fact sheetonKAFTAandtheopportunities forvegetable
growers has been developed and can be downloaded at
www.lockyervalleygrowers.com.au

Until recently, confusion in Australia existed about
whetherbroccoli andother leafygreenvegetableshad
market access into South Korea. Korean authorities
confirmed access in August this year and the first trial
shipment of Australian Broccoli landed in Seoul in late
August.
The delegation on the tour consisted of Clem
Hodgman (Barden Produce), Desley Jackwitz (Wilmay
Farms), Cherry Emerick (Bowen Glumlu Growers
Association), Kees Versteeg (Qualipac), Trevor Pezet
(Wavertree Farms), Allan Mahoney (Multikraft and
Chairman of Bundaberg Fruit and Vegetable Growers)
along with Clinton McGrath and Bronwyn Ford both
from DAF.
ClemHodgman, fromBarden Produce andmember of
Lockyer Valley Growers Inc said “It was a great
delegationwith amixof growers andmeeting somany
potential customers has been fantastic. Every minute
was well used and productive”.
The extensive itinerary, coordinated with support
fromAustradeandTradeand InvestmentQueensland,
involved meeting importers and supermarket fresh
produce buyers as well as trade officials. Samples of
Queensland fresh vegetables, including lettuce,
broccoli, spinach, kale, cauliflower and cabbageswere
showcased during these meetings.

The Queensland delegation at “EMart” Head
quarters. 16.



Acceptance of Innovation and change
of practice.

From a presentation delivered by Mr John Duff from the DAF at LVG bbq in August, A local
grower has researched and invested into the technology required to actively practice "best
practice" the incorporation method on farm.

Incorporation of Bio-fumigant crops
A number of factors help with improving the
effectiveness of using a bio-fumigant brassica crop.
These include the following:

• Incorporate early flowering(25-50% flowering)
• comprehensive maceration of plant tissue is
required to maximise cell destruction to achieve
high levels of isothiocyanates production
• using flail mower with hammer blades is ideal,
pulverising as close to the ground as possible

• incorporate into moist soil with rotary hoe and
ideally roll or irrigate to seal

• mulch and incorporate close together
• best if you have a mulcher on the front of the
tractor and rotary hoe on the back so that both
operations can be carried in one pass

• leave for 14 days as isothiocyanates and other
products of glucosinolate hydrolysis can be
phytotoxic to following crops

Use of equipment for pulverising and crushing plant
material is far superior to using machinery that only
chops up the plant material. The longer you leave it
between operations the more bio-fumigants are
released into the atmosphere.
As isothiocyanates are quite volatile, sealing the soil
with a roller or covering the soil with plastic mulch or
irrigation will be beneficial. Timing incorporation to
coincide with a rain event will also help to seal in the
isothiocyanates.

Best Practice
Images of adaption and best practice

Source of pictures : IDO Lockyer Valley Growers Inc.Article prepared by Mr John Duff
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SUMMARY 

Growers of some horticultural crops suffer from a lack of legal 
access to crop protection products (pesticides). The problem 
may be that while a relatively small crop area is valuable in 
an agricultural sense, it is not of sufficient size for AgChem 
companies to justify the expense of registering a product to  
use on that crop. Alternately, the disease, pest, or weed  
problem may be regional or spasmodic, making AgChem 
companies unwilling to bear the initial high cost of registering 
suitable pesticides. 

Growers may at times be in a situation where they face severe 
losses from diseases, pests and weeds if they do nothing to 
protect their crops, or face penalties if they use a product that is 
not registered or available via a permit. The vegetable industry is 
aware of the possible consequences of the use of unregistered 
or non-permitted pesticides. 

Pesticides have always been an important tool in the production 
of vegetables. They control the various diseases, weeds and 
insects that affect the crop and can cause severe economic loss 
in modern, high intensity growing operations. 
To establish direct grower interaction and ensure that the 
agrichemical needs of the vegetable sector are accurately 
recorded and understood, AUSVEG has commenced 
coordination of the project Vegetable Agrichemical Pest 
Management Needs and Priorities (VG16060), a strategic levy 
investment under the Hort Innovation Vegetable Fund.
The project’s objective is to coordinate vegetable industry 
agrichemical pest needs by identifying and prioritising potential 
gaps through implementation of an effective prioritisation 
process for the vegetable industry.

WHATS INVOLVED

Coordinating this project is Patrick Arratia, who joined AUSVEG 
in July 2017. Patrick previously worked at Bayer Crop Science 
in South Australia as a breeding agronomist managing the 

canola contra season program. He has experience in agronomy, 
qualifications in agricultural engineering and a passion for the 
agricultural industry. 

The most meaningful method of engagement for this project 
will be through regional workshops, at least twelve workshops 
will be held each year to discuss Australian vegetable growers 
agrichemical needs/gaps and priorities. At these workshops, 
in conjunction with existing Strategic Agrichemical Review 
Process (SARP) reports from the vegetable industry, Patrick 
will capture direct input from growers relating to individual crop 
commodities, this input is then to be categorised by crop and 
region. The Project Coordinator will work in conjunction with Hort 
Innovation and regions Industry Development Officers (IDO’s) and 
will engage and consult extensively with vegetable growers and 
other industry stakeholders.

Priority agrichemical gaps identified in this three-year project 
will inform industry actions at the annual AgChem Collaborative 
Forum, aid in updating industry SARPs and identify potential 
solutions to address these gaps. 

The successful rollout of this project will result in an effective 
agrichemical prioritisation process for the vegetable industry 
through a high level of industry engagement and input, which  
will direct R&D funding for crop protection purposes.

By working together with growers the main goal of this  
project is to ensure a productive vegetable industry for 
generations, so keep an eye out for Patrick as he visits our 
vegetable growing regions and stay tuned for upcoming  
project consultation workshops.

VEGETABLE AGRICHEMICAL PEST 
MANAGEMENT NEEDS & PRIORITIES

For further information on the program contact the 
Project Coordinator – Agrichemical Pest Management 
Needs and Priorities, Patrick Arratia at  
patrick.arratia@ausveg.com or on 03 9882 6722. 

Vegetable Agrichemical Pest Management Needs and Priorities (VG16060), a strategic levy investment under the Hort Innovation Vegetable Fund. The project’s objective is to coordinate 
vegetable industry agrichemical pest needs by identifying and prioritising potential gaps through implementation of an effective prioritisation process for the vegetable industry.

The South East corner of Queensland was lucky enough to
have Patrick visit the region earlier this month. Whilst in the
South East Corner, he caught up with a number of growers and
industry specialist collecting data to support his project. If this
project is of interest to you and you weren't lucky enough to
receive a visit, please contact Patrick directly or complete the

online survey at https://ausveg.com.au/articles/help-ausveg-develop-pest-disease-weed-solutions-
through-national-pest-survey/. Below is more information on VG16060.
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Bore readings indicatin g



n g the differnet levels through out the Lockyer Valley.

Supplied by the Department of Natural Resources and Mines
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Seasonal activity of Queensland fruit flies

Monitoring of fruit flies in several locations and crops in southeast Queensland has demonstrated a
consistent seasonal pattern of activity. Fruit fly traps baited with cue lure (male fruit fly attractant)
were placed in tomato and capsicum crops at three vegetable farms in the Bundaberg region, and in
various tree crops at Maroochy Research Facility (Nambour) and Applethorpe Research Facility
(Granite Belt).

Results, gathered over several seasons, are summarised below. There were some variations between
locations and years, however a seasonal pattern was clear. In Bundaberg and Nambour, the
population typically peaks in spring, with a second smaller peak in summer and low numbers trapped
over winter. At Applethorpe the peak occurs slightly later in the year.

The use of monitoring traps is a relatively quick and easy way to get information about your local
fruit fly pressure, and to understand when crops are most at risk of damage. Traps should ideally be
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placed in shady areas, about 1.5 m from the ground
(e.g. in trees), and the contents counted and recorded
weekly.

This Department of Agriculture and Fisheries research
formed part of the following projects:

VG13041 ‘New in-field treatment solutions to control
fruit fly (1)’, funded by Hort Innovation using the
research and development vegetable industry levy and
funds from the Australian Government. Project led by
Lara Senior.

HG12019 ‘Data packages for new fruit fly control
technology – extension: field trials of lufenuron bait
stations’, funded by Hort Innovation with co-
investment from the Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries and Syngenta Crop Protection and funds from
the Australian Government. Project led by Brendan
Missenden.

For more information please contact Lara Senior at
lara.senior@daf.qld.gov.au or 0427 600744, or Brendan
Missenden at brendan.missenden@daf.qld.gov.au or
0432 883711

Cucumber fly

Queensland fruit fly
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Lockyer Valley Growers Inc Membership Form Issue Date: February 2018 
 

 

GROWER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 
New Membership:      Membership Renewal:   
 

Business Name and/or Trading Name:  _________________________________    

____________________________________________ ABN:_________________ 

 
Address:  _________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________ Postcode: _______ 

Postal Address: ____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ Postcode: _______ 

 
Phone: _______________  Fax: ________________ Mobile: ______________   

Email: _________________________ Website: _______________________  

 
Preferred Contact Person: ___________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________ Email: _________________________ 

 
     Membership Fee to June 2018:  $165 inc  ($150 + GST)  

Payment Option 

x Cheque Post to PO Box 322 Gatton  Q   4343  
x Direct Deposit (NAB – BSB 084-657 Account 39 600 6352) 

Please forward Tax Invoice by:   Fax   Email   Post   (please circle) 

 

I do / do not give permission for Lockyer Valley Grower to disclose information to related parties which 
would be of benefit to our business. 

Signed _______________________________    Date _______________________________ 

Lockyer Valley Growers Inc 
PO Box 322 
Gatton   Qld   4343 
admin@lockyervalleygrowers.com.au 



Lockyer Valley Growers Inc  
Major Sponsors 

Minor Sponsors 
E.E. Muir & Sons Fairbanks Seed Valley Irrigation

Lefroy Valley Orora


