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2017
Is it fair to say where has winter been? We get the short and sharp jolts of
frosty winter in the mornings and by lunch; we are back to shorts and shirts.
The only identifiable concreted feature of winter this season has been the
local shows and Royal Brisbane Show “Ekka”. Fingers are crossed that the
current weather patterns are not causing too much havoc for all of the
growers. We had the opportunity to visit the Gatton show this year and was
pleased to see the produce shed was full of local vegetables packaged and
presented by the children of the growers in the region. This quarter has all
but come and gone in the blink of an eye, but in saying that the group has
achieved several goals within the quarter i.e “The Young Growers Supply
Chain Tour” more about this later in the edition.
Another highlight for the group
between editions is that we have
welcomed a number of new
sponsors come on board to
support the group would like to
thank them for the support. We
have had a minor sponsor
increase
their
level
of
sponsorship indicating the value
that they see as a company in the
Lockyer Valley Grower Inc.
Please sit back and enjoy the articles
and advertisements from our
sponsors and industry specialists
within this edition of the newsletter.
If you would like to see more and
have a question, please don’t hesitate
to contact Pat the IDO or a committee
member.

Lockyer Valley Growers Inc
PO Box 322 Gatton QLD 4343
admin@lockyervalleygrowers.com.au
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For infomration about the group, membership or to obtain a sponsorship pack please contact one of
the following executives
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Upcoming Events

I re

ACCC & Growcom
Workshop

ACCC & Growcom
Workshop

Lockyer Valley Growers
Working Lunch

When : 24th August 2017

When : 31st August 2017

When : TBA Septmeber 2017

Where : Dept. Ag & Fisheries

Where : Dept. Ag & Fisheries

Where : Annie's Room

formley DPI Gatton Research
Station.

Stanthorpe

Royal Hotel Gatton.

Time :4pm to 6pm

Lockyer Valley Growers
BBQ When : 24th August 2017
Where : Dept. Ag & Fisheries
formley DPI Gatton Research
Station.
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Topic to be confirmed

Lockyer Valley Growers
Race Day
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When : 23rd September 2017

Lockyer Valley Growers
AGM and Christmas Party

Where : Gatton Race Course

When : 23rd November 2017

her

1 Spencer Street Gatton

Where : TBA
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Time : 6:15pm to late
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A message from the President
We are well and truly in the winter harvest period and most of us are wondering when the cold
conditions will arrive. After the 1st day of winter brought us a quick hit of winter chill, the best
of part of the last couple of months has been mild at best. It’s no wonder our Southern
counterparts are moving here in droves to take advantage of the sunny, mild conditions. With
very little gaps in production, we haven’t seen the better prices that were received this time last
season. At the time of writing this article, the BOM has predicted a high of 34 degrees for mid
next week. Looks like spring is on the way.

With warm temperatures comes increased insect activity. In the last 12 months we have heard
of problems associated with controlling various insect pests with the range of chemicals
available to growers. One in particular, Diamond Back Moth, has been a hot topic of discussion.
Our next grower BBQ on August 24th will highlight this topic and in particular the growing
perception around the use of the Group 28 chemicals. This range of chemistry has been a god
send to those growers that remember the bad old days of DBM infestation. Some of the older
growers tell stories of DBM larvae crawling up their arms as they harvested broccoli. With the AVPMA restricting the use of some of the older
chemistry, growers have been channeled in to using a limited range. At the next BBQ we are hoping to see as many growers as possible to add
value to the discussion. Local Daff Entomologist John Duff will chair the discussions as we look to make a plan of attack going forward.

In other insect news, The Lockyer Valley Growers Group felt there had not been enough information available to our growers on the Tomato Potato
Psyllid. Many are aware that the TPP had been located in the West Australian growing regions. Biosecurity authorities in the local region rightly
shut down the State borders to the trade of produce until the pest incursion was fully understood. Sadly, this has had ramifications for some of
the West Australian grower’s ability to trade and has severely affected their businesses. The committee of the LVG needed to make this a priority
discussion and is the second topic on the agenda for the grower night. The outcome of this discussion needs to lead to a biosecurity plan for the
region should the pest occur within our State boundaries.

I received a phone call during the week regarding the mistreatment of backpackers by a labour hire contractor. Whilst not going into detail, it is
important our growers support Growcom’s push for regulation of this industry. Our Chief Advocate, Rachel Mackenzie, has spent many hours
writing a report for submission. Our horticultural industry relies on the constant inflow of backpackers to our region and it is important the rogue
operators are not able to trade.

During the last month the LVG hosted a young grower tour to Brisbane to showcase the vegetable supply chain. Twenty-four participants from
the Stanthorpe, Fassifern and Lockyer Valley regions were selected to be part of the 2 day tour. Key highlights of the experience included visiting
the Brisbane Markets, Orora, Woolworths’ distribution centre, the Port of Brisbane and Zone Fresh greengrocer store. The feedback from the tour
suggested it was a great learning experience with most seeing opportunities within their own business. The networking opportunities and
friendships made were also highlighted in the feedback. The tour was coordinated by the Lockyer Valley Growers and funded by Horticulture
Innovation Australia using vegetable levy funds and Australian Government matching funding. A big thank you must go to Sharron Windolf for
her efforts towards securing the funding for the project.

Lastly, a big thank you to the volunteers who have committed their time towards organizing the Lockyer Growers Race Day on Saturday,
September 23rd. The event, proudly sponsored by our long term supporter, Agricultural Requirements, is sure to be a great event. Co-sponsors
Terranova Seeds, Landmark, Austsafe Super, EE Muirs and Sons, Vanderfields, Boomaroo Nursery and Orora have also come on board to support
our major event. So spread the word and we look forward to seeing you at the races.
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Young Grower Supply Chain Tour

A select group of young vegetable growers from across southern
Queensland have been given an insight into the vegetable supply chain of
the Lockyer Valley and beyond.
Twenty-four participants, all under the age of 25, participated in a 2.5
day bus trip in late July.
Key highlights of the experience included visiting the Brisbane Markets,
Orora, Woolworths’ distribution centre, the Port of Brisbane and Zone
Fresh greengrocer store. A social dinner on the night prior to the tour
commenced the networking process.
Feedback from participants suggested the tour was an excellent
opportunity with most learning something that will be implemented into
their own business.
The tour was coordinated by the Lockyer Valley Growers and funded by
Horticulture Innovation Australia using vegetable levy funds and
Australian Government matching funding.
prepared by Clinton Mcgrath

Overall, how did you rate the tour
very
useful, 6
extremely
useful, 18

Vegetable growers and industry service

events, Stanthorpe, July 18.
The Lockyer Valley Growers in conjunction with
the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries and
National Vegetable Extension Network conducted
two seminars in July at Stanthorpe focussed on
research and other updates for the local vegetable
industry. The seminars coincided with the offseason in the Stanthorpe vegetable growing
season.
An early afternoon seminar was focussed towards
vegetable service providers including resellers,
consultants and seed company representatives to
try and achieve maximum extension of industry
information, followed by an event purely for local
growers willing to brave the cold night. Topics
included local disease issues, understanding the
effects of Rutherglen bug, water use efficiency,
the National vegetable extension network and
market research updates.
Feedback from the seminars has identified future
topics for upcoming events prior to the
commencement of the new growing season.
article prepared by Clinton Mc Grath
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Vegetable & Potato Biosecurity Program update
Jessica Lye, AUSVEG Biosecurity Officer
Early in February our industry received news that we had hoped to never hear. Tomato potato psyllid
had for the first time been found in Australia. Many had been expecting arrival of this pest in the
Eastern States, possibly deposited by Easterly wind currents, or brought in by one of the millions of
international travellers who land in Eastern Seaboard airports each year. However, when it comes to
pest incursions sometimes risk based analyses will only take you so far. The psyllid was in fact found
in a Perth vegetable garden.
This detection came following a swath of unfortunate biosecurity events for horticultural industries
since 2014. Only last year Varroa jacobsonii (cousin to the dreaded Varroa destructor) was found in
Townsville, representing a significant threat to industries that rely on pollination. In 2014, I found
myself in the thick of the Cucumber green mottle mosaic virus incursion – a pest outbreak that saw
over twenty cucurbit growers in the Northern Territory placed under strict quarantine for two
growing seasons. Government and industry learnt hard lessons during the virus outbreak – a very low
point in our recent biosecurity history. In particular, the need to ‘row together’. In the months
following the incursion, AUSVEG worked with the Australian Melons Association, Northern Territory
Farmers Association, Northern Territory Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries, and
Biosecurity Queensland to produce an agreed national management plan for the pest.
The Vegetable and Potato Biosecurity Program is a key AUSVEG extension program that is comanaged with Plant Health Australia. It allows the development of core biosecurity capability within
the vegetable and potato industries, and from this project have sprung several ancillary biosecurity
projects and initiatives. Unsurprisingly, the past year of the program has been as busy as ever.

In February, Vegetable and Potato Biosecurity Officer, Callum Fletcher, travelled to Western
Australia to aid in TPP response efforts as an advisor and to speak at regional grower meetings.
Callum has a history of facilitating and advising on Tomato-potato psyllid management and has firsthand knowledge of the 2006 New Zealand incursion. Be sure to hear Callum speak about TPP at the
upcoming Lockyer Valley Growers BBQ on 24 August.
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Last month I undertook a study tour, seeking information on common horticultural pests in the
US, biosecurity initiatives in urban areas, exotic pest eradication and management responses,
and pest management decision-making tools for industry and government. I aimed to answer
the following questions: What should we be aware of? What should we be doing? What can we
learn from other experiences? What initiatives would benefit our industry?
It is my hope that the outcomes of this tour will result in raised industry awareness about exotic
horticultural pests that may pose a threat to Australian production, more informed decisionmaking when launching biosecurity preparedness activities, and development of international
relationships so that collaborations may be created to support eradication and management of
economically significant plant pests.
We are also involved with a new RD&E initiative aiming to prepare the vegetable and nursery
industries for management of the Vegetable Leafminer (Liriomyza sativae), which is currently
found in the Torres Strait Island group and Cape York Peninsula. This is a strategic investment
project funded by Hort Innovation Vegetable and Nursery Funds, with contributions from the
Australian government. Information seminars about the project will soon commence in
Queensland production areas, so watch this space for updates on event dates.
One other important initiative in which we are involved is launch of the Tomato potato psyllid
(TPP) National Program Coordinator project. This three year project will support the fresh
potato, processed potato, vegetable and nursery industries to manage the risk of tomato potato
psyllid. The project will ensure a strategic TPP response is developed and adopted by industry
and government to minimise the effects of this pest in Australia, support TPP related
communications to industry, and inform future investments into TPP to aid us in improving our
management of this pest.
This strategic levy investment project is funded by Hort Innovation potato processer, fresh
potato and vegetable research and development levies and contributions from the Australian
Government.
In June 2017 we launched our Facilitated Farm Biosecurity Planning Workshop, which aims to
support industry personal in developing farm and farm visitor biosecurity plans using an easy
to follow, step by step process. Since the launch we have been busy rolling out the workshop
around the country, specifically working with VegNET service providers in Victoria, South
Australia, New South Wales and Queensland (and hopefully soon WA, NT and Tasmania). Be
sure to look out for more biosecurity planning workshops in the coming months.
The program is also taking expressions of interest from growers for our Assisted Farm
Protection initiative. These groups will receive regularly updated resources, support from
AUSVEG in farm biosecurity plan development and will be required to complete a benchmark
questionnaire in month 0 and provide feedback after 12 months.
To opt into the Assisted Farm Protection pilot please contact AUSVEG on 03 9882 0277 or
info@ausveg.com.au. To access an AUSVEG farm biosecurity plan booklet, please click here to
access a Vietnamese version of the booklet, please click here.
If you would like to keep up to date with program activities and biosecurity information contact
AUSVEG to subscribe to the Front Line e-Bulletin.
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Orora is the industry specialist in
developing quality packaging to
protect and transport your melon
produce from farm to market.

Melon Packaging
Supporting the melon industry

Orora’s extensive product offering for premium presentation and
transport of melons includes;
One piece 6PL cartons

Understanding your industry

Maximise branding opportunities and
protection throughout the supply
chain from farm to market.

Decades of servicing the melon
industry have resulted in Orora’s
expertise and indepth understanding
of the comprehensive needs of your
market. Our dedicated team is focused
on creating extra value and providing
exceptional customer service.

Open top 6PL trays
Standard footprint to suit distribution
and retail requirements.

Sup-A-Max™ bulk bins
Constructed from high strength corrugated
board and designed to withstand exceptional
produce pressure throughout the supply
chain. Fully customisable depth and grower
prints to suit your produce and brand.

SureFresh® and
Photo SureFresh™ Cartons

ID22107 04.2015

Orora’s innovative SureFresh® laminate
technology with high level moisture
resistance, scuff, tear and base sag
resistance ensures a stronger box
and improved produce protection with
premium branding opportunities.

1300 467 672
www.ororagroup.com

Supply Chain Solutions
Orora’s wide distribution and
warehousing network ensures that we
are responsive to your needs wherever
you are located. Standard stock items
are available at our depots and stock
profiles can be created to suit your
warehousing and seasonal requirements.

Tailored packaging solutions
Orora’s range of high strength board
grades, printing processes and design
services ensure the right packaging
solution is created to protect,
transport and present your product.
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Making your number one asset, our number one priority
As a grower you know the importance of managing your soil & water; now let Hort360 give you the tools
to back that management.
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LiDAR Technology
EM Soil Mapping

03

02

Improved
productivity and
farm sustainability
N.D.V.I

02
SO
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UT

IO

03
Delivery of on
farm services,
training and
extension

01

NS

Engaging growers in
Growcom’s Hort360 soil
and water quality risk
assessments

Grower Benefits:
•

Allows better management of expensive crop
inputs

•

Shows solutions need not be expensive

•

Creates a solid management platform

•

Achieve optimum productivity

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
07 3620 3844
growcom@growcom.com.au
www.growcom.com.au

•

Promotes sustainable land management
practices in the Lockyer, Bremer and
Pumicestone catchments

•

Improves water quality moving around your
farm

•

Looking after your #1 assest, SOIL!

Queensland State Government have ongoing LiDAR capture
programs and we use this data to create grower maps.
The sediment and nutrient management program
is conducted in collaboration with the Queensland
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection.
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PAT'S NEWS

Industry Development
Officer
Regional Visit

2

It’s that time in the quarter again to showcase the key activities undertaken to assist growers across
all regions. There has been a short period of time between editions of our newsletter and the level
of engagement shown on the left hand margin of this page reflects this. We have had a diverse

Farm Visits

5

quarter and pushed outside the Lockyer Valley to perform a number of workshops within the
Stanthorpe region to support them in their own district and addressing local issues. There will be

Local Government 2

a focus over the coming months to work towards future events in the region; we are currently
working on events to be delivered by the end of August and throughout September 2017. These
events will be advertised via social media and emails.

Authorities

I continue to work closely with our industry partners and local authorities within the regions and

State Government

1

regions are road infrastructure, water security and pest management, these topics will provide

Authorities Visits
Industry Bodies

provide assistance to them on issues that are affecting the horticultural industry The current foci in
additional protection to the industry.

4

We have conducted several events throughout the region during this quarter to support the
horticultural industry. These include, an industry led presentation by Work cover and lunch in

Visits

Gatton. We ventured south west and conducted two events in Stanthorpe at the Department of
Agricultural and Fisheries. The presentations focused on industry trends and findings of several

Suppliers

5

research projects from the professional staff at Department of Agriculture and Fisheries. These
events were well attended by industry and the growers. In addition to the above presentations
delivered under our project, I also participated in a workshop focusing on electricity savings and

Educational

2

Providers

pump selection. To take advantage of professional resources and workshops available to you as
growers, please refer to the Growcom website. www.growcom.com
As a group, we had another first as the Lockyer Valley grower Inc. When we organised a young

Workshops

2

growers bus tour to highlight aspects of the supply chain from paddock to plate. This was a wellreceived event that was supported by HIA and partly funded by industry to achieve a positive
result. The tour consisted of 24 young growers under the age of 25; the growers came from

Meet & Greets

1

Stanthorpe, Kalbar and the Lockyer Valley. We assessed the level of engagement on tour by asking
the growers questions about each activity and the places that we visited. Across the two days my
personal highlight was the interaction between a grower and a customer at Zone Fresh, which was
priceless. After the young growers tour it was back to work and I had the opportunity to
experience some of the first of the potatoes being extracted from our local paddocks.
Across the region we have seen an increase in the level of scientific research being conducted in
the Valley and also overseas visitors to the regions. I did have the opportunity to introduce
Dr. Christine Fyfe to five farmers in the region where she conducted weed seed bank core trials
across the district.
I would like to thank Campsey Ash farms for welcoming the students from Wyoming under the
supervision of Mr. Peter Lloyd from the University of New England. The students appeared to
really enjoy the experience whilst on farm and observing your operating and farm tour.
My focus over the next quarter is to continue to investigate new opportunities for the growers in
regards to technology and best practice; I hope to highlight these in future editions. In the
meantime, if there is anything that you need assistance with, please don’t hesitate to send me an
email and I will endeavor to help.

Article prepared by Pat Salter
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VBAM0

MORE GREAT PRODUCTS
FROM VISY BOXES & MORE
Having the right equipment for the task is paramount for any business.
Contact us for more information on our range of products and machinery.

TAPER MACHINE RANGE

WRAPPER MACHINE RANGE

AUTOMATIC
CARTON SEALER

SEMI-AUTOMATIC
STRETCH WRAPPER

• Powder coated mild steel;
non washable

• Programmable wrap settings

• Positive side gripping
belt drive
• Seals top and/or
bottom of carton
• Tool-less adjustment
takes only moments

• Automatic pallet height detection
• One touch start
• Forklift pick-up points
• Stretch Friction Controls
• Adjustable bottom/top wraps

• Start, Stop, On/Off
and E-Shop controls

PREMIUM AUTO
CARTON SEALER

PREMIUM SEMI-AUTOMATIC
STRETCH WRAPPER

• Stainless steel construction;
washable; resists rust

• Power Pre-Stretch head yields up to
220% allowing you to wrap over twice
the number of pallets with the same
amount of film

• Positive side gripping
belt drive
• Seals top and/or
bottom of carton

• Automatic pallet height detection
• One touch start

• Tool-less adjustment
takes only moments
• Start, Stop, On/Off
and E-Shop controls

Contact us for more information:
Wayne Barker - 0419 578 876
Craig Johnstone - 0400 736 833

1800 622 626 | visyboxesandmore.com.au
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A message from the
mayor
Regional shows are the backbone of the community and the Lockyer Valley recently hosted not one, but two stellar events.
July is show season in the region and the Laidley and Gatton Show Societies are to be congratulated on the dedication and
commitment they display, year out. Both events provided locals and visitors with an opportunity to come together in a way
that only a country show can offer.
It was also a chance for my fellow councillors and I to interact with locals, to genuinely listen to residents’ concerns and ideas
and provide responses to some of the frequently asked questions.
It was wonderful to have Lockyer Valley Grower’s Industry Development Officer Pat Salter officially open the Gatton Show and
I sincerely thank him for taking the time to do so.
The spotlight was again on the region at this year’s Regional Flavours festival. Council partnered with the event to deliver The
Picnic Patch, where foodies sampled and purchased from the region’s growers including Bauer’s Organic Farm, Schulte’s,
Dunlop Apiaries, Seatonfire Chilli and Chocolate, Mormor Food, Emmo’s Fine Foods and 9Dorf Farms.
Regional Flavours is a wonderful opportunity to highlight our produce and the hard-working producers who are passionate
about making the region the food hub that it is.
The Lockyer Valley continues to build on its reputation as a leading manufacturer of some of the highest quality and freshest
produce in not only Australia, but the world and with crowds of more than 100,000 present, this is just another tool we can
utilise to increase on that standing.
Capping off a busy month, Council also welcomed back the Mayor of Ageo City and two delegates from our Sister City in Japan.
They were accompanied by the Ageo Exchange students, teachers and Board of Education staff who returned for their annual
visit to our region.
The Lockyer Valley is proud to continue our friendship ties with Ageo. Every year a group of school students from Ageo City
visit the Lockyer Valley and have home-stay opportunities with local families where they learn and experience family life in
Australia.
We look forward to welcoming them back again next year.

Councillor Tanya Milligan,
Mayor - Lockyer Valley Regional Council
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These workshops are proudly sponsored by the HiveXChange
and supported by the VegNET program, which is a strategic
levy investment under the Hort Innovation Vegetable Fund

Horticulture
Code of
Conduct
Roadshow for
Growers
If you grow
fruit or
vegetables
then the

FREE REGIONAL WORKSHOPS:

Bowen

03 August 11am – 1pm
followed by lunch DAF Research Station

Mareeba

17 August 4.30pm - 6.30pm
followed by dinner - Jackaroo Motel

Gayndah

22 August 4.30pm - 6.30 pm
followed by dinner – Grand Hotel Gayndah

Bundaberg

23 August 2pm – 4pm
followed by drinks – Burnett Club

Gatton

24 August 4pm - 6pm
followed by dinner – DAF Research station

Stanthorpe

31 August 4.30pm -6.30pm
followed by dinner – DAF Research station

All growers and traders must have a Code compliant Horticulture
Produce Agreement and the ACCC has the power to enforce civil
penalties and infringement notices on both growers and traders.
The only exemptions are if you trade directly with a retailer, processor or
exporter.
The new Code has been designed to protect growers but also reflect the
flexibilities that need to operate in the market place.
Growcom, along with the regional horticulture bodies, invites you to
attend regional free grower specific workshop to help you understand
how the Code protects your business and to make sure you meet your
obligations. We are pleased to announce that the ACCC will be attending
the workshops as a guest speaker.
These workshops are proudly sponsored by the HiveXChange and
supported by the VegNet program.

new Hort

You will walk out of this workshop understanding your rights and
obligations, a template HPA, some ideas about how to streamline
compliance and what to do if things go wrong.

Code will

PROGRAM

most likely
apply to
you!

•

Horticulture Code of Conduct overview – (Cynthia Tupicoff, ACCC)

•

HPA template interactive workshop session - what to look out
for, troubleshooting and common scenarios (Rachel Mackenzie,
Growcom)

•

Managing your compliance - an online consignment tool making
Code Compliance easy (HiveXChange)

Please RSVP at www.growcom.com.au/hort-code-of-conduct or with
your local grower organisation for catering purposes.
This program is an initiative of the Queensland Horticulture Council which is made up of:

Mareeba District Fruit and
Vegetable Growers Association Inc.
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Korea - Australia Free Trade Agreement
Korea-Australia
Free Trade Agreement

What does “KAFTA” mean for
South Korea has a population of 50.7 million and is now Asia's fifth largest economy and one of the world’s 15 largest economies.
South Korea is known for its population density, which is more than 10 times the global average and imports more than 70% of its
food and agricultural products. Currently, 1% of vegetable imports into South Korea come from Australia (UN Comtrade Database,
2015) and consumer tastes and demand for luxury and high-quality food products are increasing.
The Korea-Australia Free Trade Agreement (KAFTA) reduces trade and investment barriers, making it easier for Australians to do
business with Korea – our 4th largest trading partner. The Agreement, which started in December 2014, helps level the playing field
for Australian exporters competing with those from the US, the EU, Chile and the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN),
who benefit from existing trade deals with Korea.

Tarrif reduction schedule for common Queensland grown vegetables
40.0

Chinese cabbages
Eggplant (Aubergine)
Spinach, NZ and orache spinach (garden spinach)

35.0

Cauliflowers and headed broccoli
Beans (Vigna spp., Phaseolus spp.)
Tomatoes, fresh or chilled.

30.0

Pumpkins, squash and gourds (Cucurbita spp.)
Potatoes
25.0

Cucumbers and gherkins
Sweet corn
Carrots

20.0

head lettuce

15.0

10.0

5.0

0.0
Year 4
1/1/2017

Year 5
1/1/2018

Year 6
1/1/2019

Year 7
1/1/2020

Year 8
1/1/2021

Year 9
1/1/2022

Year 10
1/1/2023

Year 11
1/1/2024

Year 12
1/1/2025

Year 13
1/1/2026

Year 14
1/1/2027

13
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EXPORT BASICS – tariffs and market access!
1. The KAFTA identifies a sliding reduction of tariffs over a 20 year period

.

2. Many Queensland vegetable may have tariff reductions, however, they don’t currently
have “market access” due to strict pest and disease import protocols by South Korea.

Lettuce
0705110000

Pumpkin
0709930000

Broccoli
0704100000

Carrots
0706101000

Cauliflower
0704100000

Corn

Onion
0703101000

Spinach
0709700000

Chinese
Cabbage
0704902000

Beans
0708200000

Kale
0704909000

Capsicum
0709601000

Chillies
0709601000

Cucumbers
0707000000

Sweet
Potato
0712902080

Eggplant
0709300000

Tomatoes
0702000000

Zucchini
0709930000

Potato
0701900000

Celery
0709400000

Brussel
sprouts
0704200000

A number of vegetables commonly grown in Queensland have market access to South Korea (highlighted in green in the table above)
and the import tariffs will be significantly reduced over the next 5-10 years (identified in the graph below).

Tarrifs by Year for Queensland vegetables that have access to South Korea
40.0
35.0
30.0
25.0
20.0
15.0
10.0

Year 4
1/1/2017
Year 5
1/1/2018
Year 6
1/1/2019
Year 7
1/1/2020
Year 8
1/1/2021
Year 9
1/1/2022
Year 10
1/1/2023

5.0
0.0
Chinese cabbages

Spinach, NZ and orache spinach Cauliflowers and headed broccoli
(garden spinach)

head lettuce

For further information
Clinton McGrath, Senior Horticulture Extension Officer, Qld Department of Agriculture and Fisheries email: Clinton.McGrath@daf.qld.gov.au
Bronwyn Ford, Senior Agribusiness Development Officer, Qld Department of Agriculture and Fisheries email: Bronwyn.Ford@daf.qld.gov.au
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NEW POST HARVEST PRODUCT FOR EASY COOL ROOM & TRANSPORT SANITATION

BENEFITS OF DECCO AEROSOL PLUS
DECCO AEROSOL PLUS is a sanitiser for empty rooms in Food
and Agriculture Industries, mainly for sanitation of storagerooms and containers for fruit and vegetable transportation.
DECCO AEROSOL PLUS highly reduces microbial load In
treated ambient and surfaces.

ZERO-RESIDUE treatment
ONE SHOT COMPLETE SANITATION
750ml CAN TREATS 200 m³
Simple, Cost-effective Sanitation
DOSE AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE

Cold rooms: One 750mL aerosol can / 200 m³
Truck Trailers and Containers: One 750mL aerosol can
Shake before use. Place the aerosol can(s) in the centre of the area to be treated.
Press the actuator until locked and leave the area to be treated and seal the room.
Allow enough time for the complete release of the contents. Ventilate for 30
minutes and wait until gas is dissipated before entering.
Before Sanitation

24 hours After Sanitation

75 Forest Hill, Fernvale Rd
Glenore Grove. Queensland. 4342
(07) 5466 5793 gatton@eem.com.au

www.eem.com.au
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INTRODUCING ChillSafe - Fot treatment of produce in Cool Rooms

ChillSafe is easy to install, safe to use, environmentally activated, requires no power or moving parts
and actively works 24/7 for up to 30 days to continuously combat three of the most common issues affecting
quality, costs and sustainability of refrigerated spaces and the products stored within them:
1. Microbial Growth - Damaging bacteria that increase pathogen risk and decomposes fresh produce.
2. Mould Growth - Damaging moulds that degrade food and increase cool room maintenance costs.
3. Excess Ethylene - A naturally occurring plant hormone that hastens the ripening process.
The triple action of the ChillSafe vapour reducing the bacteria, moulds and ethylene simultaneously, ensures
that perishables stored or transported for long distances remain in a cleaner refrigerated environment and in
better condition for longer periods of time, allowing the maximum return for exporters, importers and retailers.

75 Forest Hill, Fernvale Rd
Glenore Grove. Queensland. 4342
(07) 5466 5793 gatton@eem.com.au

www.eem.com.au
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One STOP
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Your local sales team
Hilton Hoger
Sales Manager
Ph: 0407117024

Kurt Bauer
Sales
Ph: 0400214784

Errol Hayes
Sales
Ph:0409616209

'
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Requirements
Farmers Shop!

09
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For all your
Oils, Filters, Tools, Plumbing and Footwear see the
helpful Staff at AR, 74 Crescent St, Gatton ph:54680000
16
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Progress towards certification for fair employers
August, 2017
The following can be attributed to Growcom Chief Advocate Rachel Mackenzie
The Australian horticulture industry enjoys a clean, green, fresh and healthy reputation amongst consumers so media stories about young workers (often overseas visitors) being mistreated, underpaid or exploited on
our farms are highly damaging.
Growcom’s Fair Farms Initiative provides a timely opportunity to coordinate industry efforts around this issue.
Growcom is working closely with Freshcare to translate our Hort360 workplace relations module into an
auditable national industry standard – enabling growers to achieve third-party certification of their fair
employment practices.
The new employment standard, audit and certification process will be piloted with a least four production
horticulture businesses later in 2017. The new certification will be available to Freshcare members by early in
2018. Growcom’s Hort360 workplace relations module will provide the training requirement for the new
certification.
An auditable industry standard for labour hire companies is also being developed through the Recruitment and
Consulting Services Association (RCSA). The voluntary standard will allow labour hire companies to
demonstrate a commitment to good and proper practice, providing growers with reasonable assurances that
they are using a reputable firm. The certification process will assess if the firm is run by fit and proper persons,
has systems for work safety, that workers are employed in accordance with immigration laws and paid
correctly. Freshcare’s Clare Hamilton Bate participates in the advisory group for the new certification, which
will help to ensure consistency and alignment across the certification systems.
Further, the Queensland government is developing a labour hire license scheme and strict penalties will apply
for any host employer who does not use a licensed labour hire provider.
Some Australian retailers have adopted the SEDEX system and associated SMETA audits for their suppliers,
however, this covers a broader set of issues that are not all relevant in the Australian context. The Freshcare
and RCSA certifications will offer a sound alterative to SEDEX and a stronger focus on the relevant fair work
practices issues in Australia. Together, the certifications being developed for farm employers and labour hire
companies have the potential to drive real improvements across the fresh produce supply chain.
The Fair Farms Initiative is supported by the Fair Work Ombudsman through the Community Engagement
Grants Program.
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Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources Senator Anne Ruston, Growcom Chief Advocate Rachel
Mackenzie and Clare Hamilton-Bate from Freshcare launch the Fair Farms Initiative at Hort Connections 2017.
Photo credit: Ash Walmsley, Good Fruit & Vegetables.
For further comment: Chief Advocate Rachel Mackenzie on 0408 796 199. Issued by Susie
Cunningham, Senior Communications Officer (0403 693 155)

InfoVeg Radio
InfoVeg Radio is an R&D-focused podcast
developed by AUSVEG specifically for
Australian vegetable producers. InfoVeg
Radio provides growers with a unique
insight into vegetable R&D, with each edition including interviews with
researchers who are conducting projects using the vegetable research
and development levy and matched funds from the Australian
government. InfoVeg Radio is designed to allow easy access to the
latest in vegetable R&D and there are several ways to listen while at
home or in the field.

Go to www.ausveg.com.au to listen to the latest podcast.
Please note that a 3 hour workshop is scheduled in the Lockyer Valley and
Stanthorpe in the near future watch this space.
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ALL TYPES OF JOBS.
ALL 'ROUND THE CLOCK.

The MF 4700 Global Series offers a highly modern, high performance,
heavy duty, straightforward range of tractors that provide exceptional
efficiency for all types of farming.
• 3 cylinder AGCO POWER engine
• Cat 2 rear linkage to lift up to 3,300 kg
to handle big jobs
• High hydraulic flow of 65 litres per minute
• Creeper Gears

• 3m Burder Forklift
• Sun Canopy
• Power shuttle with adjustable
response of shuttle for smooth operation

ONE IN STOCK

MF 4707 4WD
74 HP

ENQUIRE FOR AN ON-FARM DEMO TODAY

Lockyer Farm Machinery
1 Western Drive, GATTON | 07 5462 1888 | www.lockyerfarmmachinery.com.au | sales@lockyerfm.com.au
MASSEYFERGUSON.COM.AU
MASSEY FERGUSON®, MF®, the triple-triangle logo® is a worldwide brand of AGCO. © 2017.
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A world of experience. Working with you.

FOOD SERVICE RANGE

Specialty Lettuce
SWEET EATA
Specialty green burger/sandwich multi leaf
lettuce with very sweet taste. High yielding
in both leaf number and weight. Low milking
when cut for reduced browning.
HR: Bl 16-32, Nr0

LBC 93952
Green baby cos for direct sowing. Bred for
Caesar salad kits and catering packs. Narrow
single cut surface and high dry matter
content provides a better alternative to
shredded produce. Durable, dark and glossy
leaf with unique serrated margin.
HR: Bl 18, 22, 24, 25, 28-30

RUBYGO

facebook.com/lefroyvalley

lefroyvalley.com

Purpose bred for the burger and
sandwich markets with a square,
lightly incised leaf. Leaves are
crunchy with a very sweet taste.
High leaf number and low milking
when cut.
This line is trending in EU.
HR: Bl 16-28,30-31, Nr0
IR: LMV
Contact: Warren Ford
0407 733 663

Have you seen the vegetable leafminer?
Vegetable leafminer (Liriomyza sativae) is a very small black and yellow
fly (1-2 mm in length). Female flies lay eggs inside leaves and stems.
Maggots tunnel inside the leaf and make visible tracks (called leaf
mines) that get wider as they grow. The easiest way to find
vegetable leafminer is to look for the characteristic
damage to your plants (refer to pictures). This
damage can reduce plant growth, but does
not make fruit unsafe to eat.

N

M

In a

com

dis
do

Se

Our Project

com

thr

We are a group of partners aiming to help Australia prepare for the arrival of the vegetable leafminer
into vegetable, fruit and nursery production areas. Our research will also help areas already affected,
such as the Torres Strait and Northern Peninsula Area, manage this pest.

1

4

We will identify where
the flies are using sticky
paper to trap them

2

We will track the pathway
of flies entering the Torres
Strait and Australia and
predict the risk that they
spread further

5

We will make a map
of where the flies and
their host plants are
currently found

3

We will investigate
using parasitic wasps
to control flies

6

We will work with
growers to raise
awareness of the pest
and its management

We will investigate
pesticide options to
control flies
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If you have any questions
about our project, or about
vegetable leafminer, please
get in touch with:

The strategic levy investment project RD&E
program for control, eradication and preparedness for Vegetable leafminer (MT16004) is a part of
the Hort Innovation Vegetable and Nursery Funds.
This project has been funded by Hort Innovation, using the vegetable and nursery
research and development levies and contributions from the Australian Government. Hort Innovation is the grower-owned, not-for-profit research and development corporation for Australian horticulture.

Ho

Dr. Elia Pirtle, cesar
0414 143 456
epirtle@cesaraustralia.com
-orDr. Jessica Lye, AUSVEG
03 9882 0277
jessica.lye@ausveg.com.au
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This information has been provided by

News
Major initiative to drive Aussie smart farms.
In an environment where Australia needs to be increasingly
competitive in international trade, and consumers are more
discerning than ever, Hort Innovation has launched a multi-milliondollar Advanced Production Systems Fund.
Set to benefit all horticultural growers, the new initiative will
comprise investment in projects that increase farm productivity
through greater crop intensification, protection and disruption.
Hort Innovation chief executive John Lloyd said the grower-owned
research and development corporation is looking to partner with
suitable co-investors and research providers – such as universities
and technology companies – to deliver a host of new projects.
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heights,” he said.Continue reading this article on line

“The Australian horticulture industry is stronger than ever

Giving ugly vegetables a nutrient-rich facelift
This project is addressing both these issues by determining a
way we can turn underutilised produce – such as ugly veggies
that are not to specification – into high-value, super-highnutrient ingredients and products.
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domestically, and trade is reaching never-before-seen

Resources

As part of the project, researchers are investigating the use of
separation, extraction and stabilisation technologies to create
products that can be sold as powders, concentrates or
vegetable-dense snacks for children.To access a copy of the
full article, contact Hort Innovation

Fruit, Vegetables and Diet Score report
Commissioned by Hort Innovation, and
produced in conjunction with the CSIRO and
SP Health, the Fruit, Vegetables and Diet Score
is the largest survey of its kind, providing pivotal
insights into the diets of everyday Australians
and their fruit and vegetable intake. Find the
report at http://horticulture.com.au/wp-content/
uploads/2017/05/dietreport.pdf
This content first appeared in Horticulture Innovation Australia’s quarterly Hortlink publication, available in full at www.horticulture.com.au/hortlink-spring. Remember that paying a levy doesn’t automatically make you a
member of Hort Innovation, but signing up is free and easy at www.horticulture.com.au/membership.
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New financial year? 5 new financial resolutions
Feeling guilty after letting the odd financial resolution fall by the wayside? Don’t worry we’ve all been there.
To help get things back on track, we’ve highlighted five new financial resolutions you may want to consider.
#1: Minimise fees
Having all your super in the one account is a great way of boosting your super. Only pay for what you need,
keep your super in one place and avoid paying more than one set of fees. If you have multiple funds, consider
consolidating your super into one fund and when changing jobs, tell your employer who your preferred fund is.
Before closing your other super accounts, make sure you have considered any exit fees that may apply and
how closing your other accounts might affect other benefits such as extra employer contributions or insurance.
#2: Make extra contributions
Making extra contributions to your super can add up over the long-term and make a real difference to your
super savings.
You can make regular before-tax contributions in the form of a salary sacrifice or after-tax contributions, either
as a one-off payment or regularly.
For many, salary sacrifice is by far the most effective and tax efficient way to add to additional retirement
savings. For most people, contributions are taxed at 15%, which is more tax effective than having the very
same dollars paid into your pocket – which for some people may mean a tax rate of more than 30%.
#3: Find lost super
It’s never been easier to find lost super or track down other super accounts. But how do you lose your super in
the first place? If a super fund can’t reach you because you’ve moved house, changed names and you haven’t
contacted the fund for some time, your account may have been transferred to the ATO as lost super. To get
more advice about how to find lost super, call AustSafe Super on 1300 131 293.
# 4: Consider financial advice
When it comes to super, possibly your most valuable long-term investment, it’s important to make the right
decisions. No matter where you are in your working life, or how much super you have, the right financial
advice can make a big difference to the end result.
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Our AustSafe Super Financial Planner1 is available to discuss and determine if you have a need for personal
advice, without any obligation. Call 1300 131 293 to find out more.
# 5: Protect yourself and your family against the unexpected
Life doesn’t always go to plan. Insurance through your super provides a financial safety net and comfort knowing
you’re protected. Best of all, super-related insurance premiums are deducted from your super, not your takehome pay. Check with your super fund to find out about their insurance offering, and take the time to review your
cover to make sure it still meets your needs.

Your Local Regional Manager, Bruce Waltisbuhl is happy to help you with implementing the
above and you can reach him on Phone 0400 995 824.
Austsafe Pty Ltd ABN 96 010 528 597 AFSL 314183 RSE License L0002035 has engaged Industry Fund Services Limited (IFS) ABN 54 007 016 195
AFSL No 232514 to facilitate the provision of financial advice to members of AustSafe Pty Ltd. Advice is provided by one of our financial planners who are
Representatives of IFS. Fees may apply. Further information about cost of advice is set out in the relevant Financial Services Guide, a copy of which is
available at austsafe.com.au or by calling 1300 131 293. IFS is responsible for any advice given to you by its Representatives.
1

Austsafe Pty Ltd ABN 96 010 528 597 AFSL 314183 RSE License L0002035 is the Trustee of AustSafe Super ABN 92 398 191 503 RSE Registration
R1005509. This article contains general information only and does not take into account your individual objectives, financial situation or needs. You may
also wish to seek the advice of a qualified financial planner. Please also read the relevant AustSafe Super Product Disclosure Statement (PDS) before
making a decision in relation to the product. Visit austsafe.com.au or call us on 1300 131 293 for a copy of the relevant PDS.

The Lockyer Valley
Growers Inc, would like to
thank Gatton Auto for their
continual support in
maintaining the Nissan
Navara RT purchased
earlier this year.
The team at Gatton Auto
wash and detail the vehicle
on a monthly basis to keep
it in show room condition.
Thank you to Jason, Josh,
Tim and Tim for all your
hard work.
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this information has been supplied by Biosecurity Queensland - the nature of the information

Delivering nutrients to
where they need to be.

NutriSync® features Inositol, a unique ingredient that stimulates
the movement of nutrients throughout the plant to the
growing points. This pharmaceutical grade technology increases
assimilation, mobilisation and utilisation of macro and micro
nutrients inside the plant. This can assist in creating healthier
plants throughout the growing season, which can in turn lead
to higher yields and an increased return on investment.
Visit www.loveland.landmark.com.au and talk to your
local Landmark Agronomist to find out more about how
NutriSync® can deliver the benefits you are looking for.

© 2017 Loveland Agri Products. Always read and follow label directions. NutriSync® is a registered trademark of Loveland Products Inc.

loveland.landmark.com.au
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is general, seek further information from -

www.daf.qld.gov.au/biosecurity

Christopher Rutland - 0419 301 941
Nick Wentzel 0418 969 024
Ben Schofield 0418 965 171

28.

Nev Watts - 0400 242 436
Bart Stevens - 0418 149 478
Branch 07 5462 4401

Trial Results for
Rutherglen bug in
Capsicum
Preliminary trials were conducted at
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries,
Applethorpe Research Station, on
Rutherglen bug in capsicum to identify
damage symptoms and management
options. Capsicum fruit showed no stinging
injury but fewer fruit were set on plants
when heavily infested. Rutherglen bug
numbers have been high and persistent in
recent seasons. While available chemistry
is not IPM compatible, knowledge about
feeding injury symptoms may mean fewer
sprays are required.

Plants on the left were not infested with Rutherglen bug and
yielded an average of 6.3 fruit per plants. Plants on the right
were infested with 20 Rutherglen bug per plant and yielded an
average of 3.8 fruit per plant. Rutherglen bug caused no stinging
injury to fruit but caused bud wilt and bud drop resulting in
fewer fruit per plant.

Available chemistry for Rutherglen bug is limited, has poor IPM fit and low persistence. Trichlorforfon is registered and
permits exist for Methidathion (Per14047 ) and Methomyl (Per82428). All three insecticides belong to group 1 chemistry
(1a carbamates and 1b organophosphates) which makes them very broad spectrum and therefore not IPM compatible.
Heavy reliance on broad spectrum insecticides is likely to lead to outbreaks of mites and will reduce parasitoids that
help to control aphids.

The 2016-17 summer was a particularly high pressure year for
Rutherglen bug. A mild 2016 winter combined with some rainfall
in parts of Central Queensland meant that numbers built up and
pressure was high from September 2016 through to March 2017.
High populations and continual reinvasion of adults from outside
of field boundaries complicated management. Trial data indicates
that it is the flowering stage that is critical for management and
that Rutherglen bug are unlikely to cause damage once fruit has
set. This suggests that sprays targeting Rutherglen bug once fruit
have set may be unnecessary.
Always check the label before using insecticides. For more
information please contact Zara Hall on zara.hall@daf.qld.gov.au
or 0472 840 106.

Adult and juvenile stages of Rutherglen bugs
collected for preliminary trials
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Growing
Queensland
FoodSmall
Exports

Business
Development
Fund

OPENS: applications accepted anytime
Funding between $125,000 - $2.5m (matched with funding from a co-investor). To focus
on commercialising research, an innovative idea, product or service that will create
opportunities for skilled employment.
Contact: www.advance.qld.gov.au
CLOSES: 31ST August, 2017, 30th November, 2017 and 30th March, 2018
Funding up to $10,000 for 12 month projects which focus on one of the following:
1: increasing student participation in STEM (science, technology, engineering or maths)
subjects
2: increasing community engagement in science
3: increasing public awareness of scientific advances and activities in Queensland.
For further info: www.advance.qld.gov.au

Engaging
Science
Grants

Knowledge
Transfer
Partnerships

CLOSES: 28TH August 2017
Grants up to $50,000 for a small business to employ a recent graduate to implement
something “innovative” in the business – ie. Engineering, technology, marketing etc.
CATCH: will fund 66% of the annual employment costs incl wages or salary

CSIRO Kickstart
program

t

u

OPENS: 1st Sept 2017 and CLOSES: 1st October, 2017
Funding between $50,000 - $100,000 (to be matched with cash and inkind). To help
businesses in food value chains capitalise on export opportunities, implement best practice
supply chain management, build new supply alliances and improve growers’ and exporters’
international competitiveness and profitability.
Contact: Jodie Campbell on email GQFEC@daf.qld.gov.au or the QDAF call centre 12 25 13

Made in
Queensland

OPENS: Applications accepted anytime
Funding between $10,000 - $50,000 (to be matched 50:50) for 12 month projects to
research into a new idea with commercial potential, development of a novel product or
process or product testing.
For further info: www.csiro.au or ph: 03 95452617
OPENS: Applications accepted anytime
Funding between $50,000 - $2.5m (to be matched 50:50) for activities to increase
Queensland based manufacturing businesses to adopt innovative processes and
technologies to address supply chain, production, marketing, staff management or market
development issues.
CATCH: have to complete an “Advanced manufacturing benchmarking program”

FURTHER INFORMATION
Google the name of the grant and check eligibility requirements
Contact: Bronwyn Ford, DAF Gatton Research Facility (ph: 0455063192 or email:
Bronwyn.Ford@daf.qld.gov.au

Bore readings indicatin g th
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atin g the differnet levels through out the Lockyer Valley.
Supplied by the Department of Natural Resources and Mines

Saturday, 23 September 2017
11:45am, Gatton Race Club, Spencer Street, Gatton
Proudly Presented By:

$150 per Ticket
Includes Canapes, Beer, Wine & Daiquiris
Raffles, Prizes, Entertainment, Fashions of the Fields

Ticket Sales and Enquiries:
Pat Salter: Mobile 0456 956 340
Email: ido@lockyervalleygrowers.com.au
Website: www.lockyervalleygrowers.com.au
Please note, patrons must be 18 years or over to attend this event

Lockyer Valley Growers Inc
PO Box 322
Gatton Qld 4343
admin@lockyervalleygrowers.com.au

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
New Membership:

Membership Renewal:

Business Name and/or Trading Name: _________________________________
____________________________________________ ABN:_________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Postcode: _______

Postal Address: ____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Phone: _______________

Postcode: _______

Fax: ________________ Mobile: ______________

Email: _________________________

Website: _______________________

Preferred Contact Person: ___________________________________________
Phone: ________________________

Email: _________________________

Membership Fee to December
June 2018:2017:

Membership Fee to June 2017:

$165 inc ($150 + GST)

Payment Option
Cheque
Post to PO Box 322 Gatton Q 4343
Direct Deposit (NAB – BSB 084-657 Account 39 600 6352)
Please forward Tax Invoice by:

Fax Email Post (please circle)

I do / do not give permission for Lockyer Valley Grower to disclose information to related parties which
would be of benefit to our business.

Signed _______________________________ Date _______________________________
Lockyer Valley Growers Inc

Membership Form

Issue Date: June 2016

Lockyer Valley Growers Inc
Major Sponsors

Minor Sponsors
Farmcraft

Fairbanks Seed
Lefroy Valley

Valley Irrigation
Orora

